SPOTS for M.A.T.H.
Developing Real Math Wisdom
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MATHEMATICAL ABILITIES & THINKING HABITS
A UNIQUE SYSTEM THAT CHANGES THE FOCUS
FROM ROTE PRACTICE TO REAL MATH WISDOM

Why Choose Spots for M.A.T.H.?
Research shows that early success in math is critical to math success both in upper grades and in
life. First-grade students who have failed to acquire an understanding of the number system and of the
relationship between a numeral and the quantity it represents, and then to manipulate these numbers
and make calculations, will most likely never catch up. When tested in math skills in the seventh grade,
these students scored far below their peers (National Institute for Child Health Development [NICHD],
Feb. 2013).
Spots for M.A.T.H addresses this issue directly and assures success for all students by laying a solid
foundation in numeracy and problem solving.

The program includes:

K

A Getting Ready Kindergarten Kit. This kit consists of a teachers’ activity guide,
manipulatives, and assessment tools, designed to be used in conjunction with existing
kindergarten math programs. In addition, we offer professional development to
kindergarten teachers, with ideas and techniques to help students be fully prepared
for first grade!
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The Spots for M.A.T.H. first-grade series covers a complete Common Core-aligned
first-grade curriculum. It includes a two-volume student edition, a comprehensive
teacher’s guide, a teacher’s resource book, and a student workbook for extra practice
at home or in school. Also included is a classroom kit with a complete set of unique
manipulatives, classroom banners, and formative and summative assessment
tools. Professional development workshops are offered, as well as teacher support
throughout the school year. See our catalog for more details.
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A bridge unit, Stepping Up, reviews the critical first-grade math skills to help
students carry their strong foundational skills forward as they continue their
mathematics education. It includes a student booklet, a teachers’ guide with scripted
lessons, manipulatives, and assessment tools. Professional development is offered to
ensure that students will continue to apply and sharpen their understanding and skills
in the second grade.
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and Copy Masters
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About Us
Through our years of work with early
elementary-age students we recognized
that certain critical elements were missing
from even the best of the standard
curriculum offerings; thus the seeds of
Spots for M.A.T.H. took root.
The system we developed, with
our patented Dot Cards, provides
visual representations of numbers
and operations, to break through their
inherently abstract nature and make these
constructs approachable for the younger
student. The program’s predictability
enables students to continually add layers
of meaning to their knowledge base as
they make connections from strand to
strand in mathematics.
Spots for M.A.T.H. expands on the
Dot Card system to advance students’
operational skills in a manner that fluidly
builds confidence and automaticity while
strengthening conceptual understanding.
The Dot Cards used throughout provide
constant visual reinforcement of
concepts and strategies, ensuring lasting
internalization of skills learned.
In addition to the Dot Card
system, Spots for M.A.T.H. employs
other innovative and research-driven
representational strategies, such as the
use of the “Empty Number Line,” as well
as puzzle piece models for real-world
problem solving.
The Spots for M.A.T.H. system has
been extensively pilot-tested in over 80
classrooms and has been revised and
fine-tuned to maximize its efficiency and
effectiveness. It has successfully raised
achievement levels and enhanced the
learning experience for students of varied
abilities and learning styles.

“The Dot Cards
used throughout
provide constant
visual reinforcement
of concepts and
strategies, ensuring
lasting internalization
of skills learned.”

“It is amazing to observe how much our
students have gained, due to the innovative,
systematic and beautifully structured design of
the Spots for Math program. Our first-graders
have received an invaluable, solid foundation
in math. Thank you for a wonderful program,
and for all the extra support!”
Tova Raitzik, MS ED, principal,
Bnos Rivka, Lakewood, NJ

“Your program makes math come alive in
our classrooms. It is exciting for the teachers
who teach with it and for the students who
learn with it, and certainly for me, as I watch it
all happen!”
Mindy Margulies, principal, Beth Rachel
Satmar of Boro Park

“This is a real rich program. You provide
all the resources a teacher needs to achieve
maximum results efficiently and effectively!”
Miriam Feldman, principal, Bnos Square
of Williamsburg

Spots for M. a. t. h.™
Books
1. Spots for M.A.T.H.™ Student Textbook: Grade 1
The program was designed based on the Instructional Shifts and
the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The clearly laid-out
student book provides intense practice of concepts and skills
students have learned. Concept Representation Dot Cards are
included in each lesson for skill reinforcement. A specific number
of sections is included in which these Dot Cards are intentionally
omitted, so students learn to compute independently.

Volume 1: Chapters 1-4 (158 p.)

Volume 2: Chapters 5-9 (184 p.)
(Sold as a set)
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2. Teacher’s Edition
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The Teacher’s Edition is an easy-to-use, comprehensive guide that
provides step-by-step instructions for teaching each lesson. Its
clear, innovative approach enables teachers to develop core math
concepts and cultivate thinking skills in their young students. It is
presented in a style that makes teaching easy and fun even for less
experienced teachers.

Volume 1: Chapters 1-4 (187 p.)

Volume 2: Chapters 5-9 (218 p.)
(Sold as a set)
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EDITION
VOLUME I 2
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• Volume
Grade
1 •1Volume
2

Volume I

Volume II
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3. Teacher’s Resource Book
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The Resource Book provides copy masters for teachers to use
throughout the year.

FOR

MATHEMATICAL ABILITIES & THINKING HABITS
A UNIQUE SYSTEM THAT CHANGES THE FOCUS
FROM ROTE PRACTICE TO REAL MATH WISDOM

Teacher’s resource Book
Grade 1

Includes: • Family Letters (to keep the families informed of and
involved in all that the class is learning) • Drop-It Forms (used in
the lesson warm-up section to develop fluency and for ongoing
assessment) • Cutouts and Lesson Handouts (used to enhance
the lessons) • Assessment Forms • Reproducible Game Cards and
Boards • Number Writing Sheets (binder, 160 p.)

Includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family Letters
Drop-Its Forms
Cutouts
Lesson Handouts
Assessment Forms
Reproducible Game Cards and Boards

4

4. Focus Standards & Facts Fluency Practice Book
This student workbook provides additional practice to develop
fluency of the core standards.

Focus Standards
&
Facts Fluency
Practice Book

To be used for homework and/or for extra practice in school.

Chapters 1-9 (perforated 153 p.)

TM

FOR

MATHEMATICAL ABILITIES & THINKING HABITS
A UNIQUE SYSTEM THAT CHANGES THE FOCUS
FROM ROTE PRACTICE TO REAL MATH WISDOM

Spots for M.A.T.H has taken first-grade math to a new level by giving us the framework and the tools to change the
way we teach math. Whereas in the past, numbers were hypothetical concepts to our students, the innovative Dot Cards
and daily review have turned the abstract to concrete, enabling all types of learners to flourish. We thank the Spots for
M.A.T.H development team for their incredible support as our students embark on their journey to real math knowledge.
Mrs. D. Eisen & Mrs. G. Rupp
First-grade teachers, Yeshiva Tiferes Yisroel, Flatbush

Teaching Materials
5. Spots for M. A. T. H.™ Magnetic Dry Erase Dot-Boards
6

5

These patented boards are used to model number concepts and
operations. The magnetic strip makes them easy to place them on
classroom boards.

8
Name:

6

6 + 2

The set includes:
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38 magnetic dry erase boards

22 cards measuring 3.5” x 8.5” and 16 cards measuring 7” x 8.5”

6. Magnetic Two-Color Counters
Teachers use these counters with the Magnetic Dot-Boards to
demonstrate number and math concepts.

7
Card 7


Set of 20 (black & white)

7. Two-Color Foam Counters
Students use these to model addition with Dot Boards found in
the back of the Student’s Edition.

2 Packs of 300 (black & white)

8. Double-Sided Number Sentence Dry Erase Boards
Students use these dry erase boards to write number sentences
on their own.

Measures 8.5” X 11”

Classroom Set of 25
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Practice Cards

9–1
6+4

4–2

7–6

7+2

10–8

7

10

9. Spots for M. A. T. H.™ Concept Representation Dot
Cards
These patented cards are used to reinforce concepts and to
develop fluency in math facts.

Card 35
Card 26

Card 38

Card 8

Card

Card 52

11

Card 62

Card

67


150 cards measuring 8.5” high

color-coded by skill and strategy

cards individually labeled for easy identification

10. Addition Flash Cards
These are used to develop students’ fluency of the addition math
facts, first in conjunction with the Dot Cards, and later without
using Dot Cards.

color-coded by skill and strategy

120 flash cards

555
+++111
10

777
–––222
11

11. Subtraction Flash Cards
These are used to develop students’ fluency of the subtraction
math facts, first in conjunction with the Dot Cards, and later
without using Dot Cards.

color-coded by skill and strategy

120 flash cards

Spots for M. a. t. h.™
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13

6 + _ 7 + _ 8 + _ 9 + _ 10 + _

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Manufactured by Spots Educational Resources, Brooklyn, N.Y.
www.spotsmath.com · Phone: 718-306-9898

Manufactured by Spots Educational Resources, Brooklyn, N.Y.
www.spotsmath.com · Phone: 718-306-9898
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Posters

- displayed in the classroom to provide ongoing
reinforcement of math concepts
12. 1-10 Dot-Cards Banner
This student resource serves as a visual aid for adding and
subtracting numbers to ten.

measures 12” x 45”

13. First Addend Dot-Cards Banner
This student resource serves as a visual aid for adding sums to 18.

measures 12” x 40”

14. 11-20 Dot-Cards Banner
This banner aids students in subtracting with teen numbers with a
difference of less than ten.

measures 12” x 80”

15. 1-100 Number Line Banner
This poster shows numbers 1-100 sequentially, reinforcing rote
numerical counting.

measures 3” x 288”

16. “Our Math Window” Poster
This poster provides additional reinforcement of one or two
specific math facts.

includes 1 large pocket and 1 small pocket

includes 3” x 5” unruled white index cards (pack of 100)

measures 18” x 22”

“It’s amazing to get such positive feedback from
the parents. In the past I never got any feedback
about math – unless there was a problem!”
Repeated by many first-grade teachers
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DAILY ROUTINE MATERIALS
17. Spots for M. A. T. H.™ Magnetic Money House
The money house is used with magnetic dimes and pennies to
expose students to the concept of tens and ones and to reinforce
their understanding of place value.
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measures 11” x 17”

18. Magnetic Coins
18

These coins are used with the money house.

includes 8 quarters, 12 dimes, 12 nickels and 40 pennies

19. Hundred Number Pocket Chart with 100 Clear Pockets

5 6

Used together with the money house, this familiarizes and
reinforces place value concepts and the pattern of our base 10
number system.

measures 26” x 26”

20. Pattern Markers for the Hundred Number Pocket Chart
These markers are used to highlight various patterns in numbers
to 100.
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set of 100 markers (2 colors, 50 of each color)

“Finally I can enjoy teaching math! The kids get it,
and they love it! I’m glad I’m still around teaching.... “

20

S. L., teacher, Beth Chana Klausenberg, Williamsburg

“My students are really enjoying and benefiting from the
depth of this program! The way it builds from one lesson to
the next keeps them thinking and learning while giving them
confidence in their understanding!”
F. Pilchik, teacher, The Cheder, Boro Park
21
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Software
21. Teacher Dot Cards - Common Core Edition
23

24

22. Lesson Handouts and Skills Reinforcement Sheets Common Core Edition
23. Complete Teachers Resources - Common Core Edition
24. Classroom Book License for Interactive Whiteboard
(IWB) - Common Core Edition

Spots for M.A.T.H. – Uniquely innovative and eﬀective
 Aligns to the Common Core Standards for Mathematics
 Employs an interactive teaching style that empowers the remedial
student while challenging the more advanced student
 Nurtures and develops higher-order thinking skills
 Helps students discover the joy of learning math!
 Scaffolds student learning by layering meanings on familiar
representations as students advance through the curriculum
 Encourages family involvement in students’ learning and progress
 Implementation support available through: Our training presentation,
live webinars, or our training DVD. Teleconferences are offered for
ongoing support.
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Spots educational resources
5314 16th Avenue Unit 101, Brooklyn N.Y. 11204 •
www.spotsmath.com
Phone: 718.306.9898
Fax: 206.888.4574
E-mail: info@spotsmath.com
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